TELEGRAM – ROEBOURNE 17 SEPT 1940. 

To COLLECT NATIVE AFFAIRS PERTH

REMOVED FROM MULGA DOWNS AND VICINITY TWO HALFCASTE GIRLS AGES SIX AND TWELVE NAMES CELLA AND MINNIT PLEASE ARRANGE PASSAGES SOUTH STOP NOW IN CHARGE CONSTABLE WIGHTMAN STOP SELF LEAVING TODAY FOR DERBY – MCBEATH

****

To Acting D.C.H.A.

Please note and arrange for Matron Wilkinson to meet the children in due course.

Have we any previous records of these girls?

FB  A/g C.N.A. 18/9/40

****

A/g D.C.N.A.

We have no previous record of Cella. File No. 1002/38 deals with Minit @ Dorrie but unfortunately has not been seen since 12th July when it was listed with you. Complete searches have been made through the office but it cannot be located. She is noted for removal, see fol. 94 of 418/36

3.10.40 (sgd) F. B. [Fred Bray]

****

Police Station,

Roebourne,

20th September, 1940

The Commissioner of Native Affairs

Perth

Sir,

I have to report for your information that on the Saturday 14th September, 1940, whilst on inspection of the natives about the Tableland District in company with Inspector McBeath, we visited Mulga Downs Station approximately 190 miles from Roebourne.

On this trip we received a tip that quadroon child Minit, who was the subject of a report submitted to me whilst at Roebourne, was in a camp some ten miles from the station, having departed there with her parents when they heard that we were on the road.

We left Mulga Downs about 3pm ostensibly to pick up this girl and when about three miles out came across three other native females en route to the station on a motor truck driven by a man named Buckle accompanied by another man named Hughes.

One of these females was a quadroon or half caste named Cella aged about 9 years, whom we had received an account of whilst at the Station. She was taken by the inspector and we proceeded on to the camp where Minit was supposed to be domiciled.

When about 100 yards from the camp Minit took to the bush with me in hot pursuit and after about half a mile run I eventually caught her and placed her in our car along with Cella.

These natives were bought into the station and are at present being cared for by my wife.

I received your wire of the 17th inst at 2.40pm requesting me to apply to the State Shipping agents here for a passage to Perth for these girls. I phoned the agent and he informed me that owing to the full ship he was unable to place them on board the Koolinda on the 18th instant, so that they are still with me.

However I have arranged for a berth on the next State ship if they can take them and will advise date of leaving here.

S Wightman, Protector.

Note on letter: “We should ascertain the names of fathers. F.B. 11.10.40

****

Mulga Downs Station,

Via Roebourne.

October 4th. 1940.

The Minister for the North-West.,

Parliament House,

PERTH

Dear Sir

In the absence of the manager of this station the local police officer and Inspector Mc Beith [sic] ran down and captured two half-caste children who were decently clothed and fed, and cruelly took them from their mothers, to be a burden on the State, despite the fact that they and their parents were fed, clothed and insured by us. No letter of explanation was left or forwarded.

Twentyfour miles from us there are nine starving ill clothed half-caste and quadroon children of whom both the Inspector and the police have been notified; but nothing has been done about them on the plea of economy, as it was claimed by McBeith that the Department has insufficient funds; yet despite this, two public servants can burn up petrol to travel four hundred miles to collect two well fed children, leaving nine others who are starving, as well as two half-caste children on a neighbouring station, the manager of which happened to be at home.

No dogs were shot or rifles collected here, so that the trip cannot be described as anything but a wanton waste of taxpayers money, which we think would be better spent by the police in rounding up thieves who broke into one of our outcamps.

It appears that essential work is neglected in favour of heaping misery upon defenceless children.

We would suggest that the two children be returned to us and two of the staving mites substituted, as there is no justification for wasting money and inflicting cruelty upon them, especially when every penny should be spent in keeping Hitler from the door.

If the children have been kidnapped on the plea of moral necessity and sent to a mission we would draw your attention to the number of half-caste children born in missions in proportion to black, from which you will see that the idea that their upbringing by a mission would be more moral than a station is fallacious.

If the Department has no money to so spend on the destitute children to whom we refer, it is only because the money allotted to Native Welfare is squandered on enormous salaries paid to a host of parasites feasting on the public purse and frittered away on useless expenditure the like of which I have just brought to your notice.

As taxpayers, have we the right to know the amount of money paid to inspectors, doctors, protectors, etcetera, and the fraction of same actually spent on the natives? If so, where can the figures be obtained?

I seems to us that if all the parasites in connection with native wellfare [sic] were dispensed with, there is just a possibility that the native may at last reap some benefit from the money allocated for him.

Yours faithfully

MULGA DOWNS LIMITED.

Per L.G.Hancock (sgn)

****

17th October, 1940

Constable S.J. Wightman

Protector of Natives

ROEBOURNE.

I attach a copy of a communication received by the Hon. Minister and should be pleased to have your comments on the allegations made therein.

It has always been the policy to remove the offspring of native mothers by white fathers, especially female children. Such children have a better opportunity at Settlements. They are educated, trained and sent out to employment.

Have you any knowledge of “nine starving ill-clothed half-caste and quadroon children” referred to by the writer [L.G. Hancock]?

The writer is not aware, of course, that you were engaged on other matters and no special costs were incurred in respect to the children in question.

F. B., A/g Commissioner of Native Affairs.

****

Police Station,

Roebourne,

21st October, 1940.

The Commissioner of Native Affairs,

Perth.

I have to acknowledge receipt of yours letter of the 17th inst numbered 1002/38 respecting an attached letter from Lang Hancock of Mulga Downs Station to the Hon. Minister for the North West.

On September 14th last, vide my report to you dated 20th September, 1940, in company with your Inspector McBeath, I was on a tour of inspection of the various stations throughout my district. When some four miles East of Tambrey Station we met Hancock en route to Roebourne. Having pulled up Hancock took McBeath some distant away from our car and held a lengthy conversation with him, the nature of which I am not aware nor am I concerned as it evidently did not concern me. We did not know at this stage that we would find the child Minit or Cella at Mulga Downs otherwise Hancock would have been advised of our intentions in respect to Minit.

We proceeded on our way arriving at Mulga Downs at about 2pm and were met by the station cook one Mr Keith, who greeted us with the remark “Have you come for the two half caste girls”. I asked which girls do you mean and he said Minit and Cella. McBeath further questioned him and learned that the half caste Minit was located at a new well some 10 miles further on while Cella had left the Station in the morning on account of the fact that they had heard of our impending visit.

........

On the morning of the 18th October, prior to receiving your letter, Hancock was in my office in Roebourne, where, after having concluded the business on hand, I informed him that Inspector McBeath had asked me, in his absence, to convey to him (Hancock) the fact that he did not find native conditions at Mulga Downs very satisfactory, and further that he should exercise greater control over the Natives employed at his station, otherwise some action might be taken to rectify the matter. It was after this that Hancock first mentioned the family of Derschow at the Gorge, whom he said he had been supporting for years and as matters stood could not further afford to do so, although I ascertained on good authority that Derschow had been mining asbestos and disposing of it to Hancock for food. He further intimated that some time ago he reported the matter of this family of starving children to Constable Plunkett of this Station who was in company at the time of the Resident Magistrate, Dr J. F. Drew of Roebourne.
….

All of this was reported to me prior to my receipt of your letter. I said it was a matter for the Child Welfare department [sic] and gave Hancock a form “Temporary Assistance” to give to Derschow, who was to complete it and forward to me, when I would report on the matter and submit the facts to the Child Welfare Department for the consideration, Hancock never left town for two days afterwards. I have no recollection of Hancock broaching the subject to Mr McBeath, but it may have transpired when Hancock drew McBeath aside, when we met him en route to Roebourne, while we ourselves proceeding to Mulga Downs.

The foregoing is a complete resumee [sic] of my part in this matter and I consider that McBeath acted quite within his prerogative in removing these children and I am forced to the opinion that if Hancock considers that the fact of working two half caste native females aged 12 and 9 years respectively, at the homestead through the day and sending them into the native camp to sleep, particularly when the camp must have been used by white men for the satisfaction of their sexual desires, is fair and proper treatment for these children, well than his sense of fairness is somewhat warped.

S. J. Wightman, Protector.
DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

BROOME

14th November, '40.

The Commissioner of Native Affairs,

57 Murray Street, Perth.



I have received your communication of the 29th ultimo. And also the attached enclosure, which is a copy of a letter addressed to the Hon. Minister, regarding the activities of Constable Wightman and myself whilst on patrol recently in the Roebourne District. B/S. 1002/38.

The tenor of this letter of complaint has occasioned me no surprise, it is an attitude common amongst those who employ natives, then again there is always to be met the type of individual who resents authority, and who almost invariably regards Government officials, and Public Servants as being parasites, but fortunately this section of the community is a minority.

I might mention that we met Hancock, his wife, and late overseer, along the road some seventy or eighty miles from Mulga Downs Station, he was proceeding to Roebourne to engage in a game of table tennis, when reaching home again he would have travelled well over four hundred miles to accomplish this purpose, but of course I was not supposed to know that stock happened to be dying all over his station, but these matters are all by the way and I only draw your attention to them so that you will be better able to judge the type of person that has penned this letter. Mr Hancock's management of Mulga Downs is criticised freely throughout the District, and it is generally thought by experienced station men that if he remained on the Station more, and spent less time running into Roebourne he would achieve much better results on the Station.

As I stated in other papers, Constable Wightman accompanied me on this trip, the object of visiting this area was to visit the Tablelands, and all the Stations in the District, thoroughly investigate the native situation and endeavour to find some solution to the native problem that has existed in the locality for some considerable time. I did not as Mr Hancock would have you think travel all the way from Broome to Roebourne for the sole purpose of visiting his station, but even if I had done so I would account the trip as being well worth while, in this particular instance my movements were regulated by instructions from Head Office.

It was afternoon time when we met Mr Hancock along the road between Tambrey and Coolawanya Stations and he certainly spoke to me with regard to a family named Dershaw, the latter person is a German, and supposed to be an exceptionally well educated and cultured man, and I have been told a Professor who received his Doctorate at some German University, he is married to, I think, a halfcaste woman, and this couple have a family of nine or ten children, I could not gather any definite information regarding these people, and I did not have the time to go chasing through the bush after them, at present they are somewhere in the bush in the vicinity of the asbestos field, and I might mention that this area extends for many miles along the Hamersley Ranges.
….

Mr Hancock requested me to place the case before the notice of Constable Wightman, which I did. At this stage I should mention that Mr Hancock appeared to be antagonistic towards the Police, my conversation with him took place about thirty feet or so to the rear of the waiting motor cars, it was at Hancock's request that we proceeded out of earshot of the people in the cars, and he did not invite the Constable to participate in the talk that followed, I certainly thought this proceedure [sic] rather strange and commented upon it after recommencing our journey along the road.

Mr Hancock refers to two halfcaste children that were left on an adjoining Station, and is good enough to further advise that the Manager was at home, his statement is correct in every particular, but he fails to give the details which he well knows alters the whole matter considerably.

The facts of this matter is as follows. Employed on a Mount Florence Outcamp about twenty-four miles from the main Station is a married halfcaste and his family, the man's name is Jack, and he is somewhere about forty years of age, his wife is a halfcaste woman named Carrie aged about thirty seven, this couple have three children, Richard, the eldest is supposed to be a quarter caste, eighteen years of age, Amy a halfcaste ten years, and Fred a halfcaste five years. The children are well looked after and cared for, they are by no means in any danger, nor are their surroundings undesirable in any way, the parents can support them in a fitting manner, and they receive an education of sorts, and finally, when of age can be found useful employment on Mount Florence, and receive wages.
….

Throughout the district there appears to be a decided undercurrent of feeling against Mulga Downs Station one station manager in a conversation with me referred to the place as being “the home of combos,” another stated that most of the venereal diseases emanated from this area, and so Mr Hancock is annoyed because an official visit has been paid to his station, and probably because certain of white employees have been given a severe dressing down, and a stern warning issued to them as to what is likely to be their lot in the future if offenses should be detected.

Then there is the matter of rifles and dogs, when Mr Hancock mentioned this matter to me he said that he thought  that several natives at Mulga Downs possessed firearms, but did not think that we would be successful in securing the arms, as the natives were bush walkabout, both Constable Wightman and myself searched the Mulga Downs native camp, but we discovered no firearms, a native woman informed me that the native men in question were away bush, but she would not admit that they had rifles or guns, personally I consider that this complaint is an admission of very poor control by the manager, I cannot clearly remember the number of dogs in the camp, but I feel certain that there were only three or four, certainly no more than six.

Constable Wightman was to have submitted a full report covering the removal of the other half-caste child, Cella, and I should have done so, but owing to my very frequent quick movements shortly after the episode, I have omitted to do so.
….

Upon making further enquiries I learnt that the parents of the child Cella were at present in Roebourne attending the local hospital as out-patients. After consultation with Constable Wightman, we both were of the opinion that the present surroundings were unsuitable for this child, and I took charge of her forthwith.
…. 

[Wightman's] report is based on concrete facts gleaned from personal investigation, and no trimmings added, and in all fairness to Mr Hancock does he expect to prove these surroundings to be suitable for half-caste female children, and further does he honestly believe that these same children could possibly grow up to be useful members of the community whilst being in daily contact with this type of person, yet in the face of all that I have recounted, and of which he should be aware, he has the audacity to suggest that these children be returned to the Station.
….

I left Roebourne the next day at 10.30a.m., but before leaving I requested Constable Wightman to endeavour to contact Mr Hancock on arrival and advise him of the removal of the two half-caste children, and the reason for this action, and also to warn him regarding the conduct of certain of his white employees, and point out the possible consequences in relation to the issue of the general station permit. Judging from the letter it would appear that Mr Hancock passed through Roebourne without seeing the Constable
….

As regards Mr Hancock's references to the number of half-caste children born at Missions in proportion to full-bloods, coming from such a person this statement is rather amusing, and I would suggest that he gain a little more practical experience regarding this subject before he airs his views any further, or expresses opinions on which he has very scanty, or no knowledge.

In conclusion I would like to say that I found Constable Wightman to be a most capable and thoroughly energetic Officer, and I think that the native affairs of the Roebourne district are quite safe in his hands, he has taken over a district where these matters have been allowed to slide along in any old manner, the Constable is determined that there shall be definite control and he does not go behind peoples' [sic] backs to let this fact be known, in his duties, especially as regards native matters he has brushed up against various residents, but the sensible type realise that the district has improved as a result of control, such as is now exercised. 

Inspector C M McBeath, 

Department of Native Affairs, Broome,

14 November 1940.

****

23rd October, 1940

Mr. L. G. Hancock,

Mulga Downs Station,

via ROEBOURNE.

Dear Sir,

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th. Instant, relative to two half-caste children recently taken from your Station.

The two children referred to are female quadroons or half-castes. They are aged six and eight years, respectively, and they are the children of coloured mothers by white men. Such children are always removed to institutions and the fathers are compelled to pay maintenance if the necessary evidence is available.

If the children were half-castes of half-caste parents they would not be removed except if they were orphans or in destitute circumstances. However, these particular children are the offspring of coloured mothers and white fathers. Their proper place is in an institution for education and training to a better life. It is due to them that they should have their opportunities in life.

Inspector McBeath and Constable Wightman did not make the trip specially for these two children. The officers were in the district for other distinct and important reasons, so the trip cannot be described as “a wanton waste of taxpayers' money.” there is no need to draw attention to the number of children born on Missions. Children are born on Missions and Settlements but they are not by white fathers as in there two instances.

These two children are females; moreover, they are either quadroons or half-castes. If they were left in the bush they would get into trouble and provide us with problems in the future, in that they would almost certainly meet white men and have children by them, resulting in almost white children of native habits and inclinations.

I have caused inquiries to be made regarding your allegation that other half-caste children were left starving on the occasion of the Inspector's and Police Officer's recent visit and you will be further advised.

Yours faithfully

MINISTER FOR NORTH WEST

****

Native Girls’ Home,

East Perth

October 24th. 1940.

Commissioner of Native Affairs,

Murray Street

PERTH

Cella & Minette from Mulga Downs

Arrived per Koolama – Fremantle 24/10/40.

Taken to Girls’ Home.

I have tried to ascertain the parents names, from the children, the following may be of help to you [sic].

Grand-mother        Mother    Father....       Daughters....Sons

MINETTE         Sally                       Dolly.......Kipp             Minette        Toby
                                                                                                Lilly
                                                                                                Gertie
                                                                                                Blanch
                                                                                                  Slena

CELLA              Sally [sic] [Dolly?]    Gertie        Ginger        Cella
                                                                                                  Lilly

You will note that Minette is aunt to Cella 

MATRON [NB. “Dolly”, mother of Gertie, Selina, Blanche, may be a woman recorded as “Naidong”]

1002/38

29th October, 1940

Mr C. L. McBeath

Inspector of Natives

BROOME

I attach a copy of a communication received by the Hon. Minister and should be pleased to have your comments on the allegations made therein.

I understand that grave suspicion exists that quite a lot of sexual intercourse has been going on at Mulga Downs. The names of two men, Buckle and Hughes, have been mentioned, and I have instructed Constable Wightman that he is to take every action to convict them. Hughes, I believe, made an admission to Constable Wightman regarding his association with Selina. If this is correct I cannot see why action should not be taken under Section 46, and accordingly I have instructed Constable Wightman to review the facts with this object in view.

It is apparent that Mulga Downs is the scene of illicit intercourse. It must be suppressed and we expect Mr Hancock to assist us. If he is unwilling to do so then we must consider whether or not he is a suitable person to hold a permit.

F. Bray, 

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

****

29th October, 1940

Constable S. J. Wightman,

Protector of Natives,

ROEBOURNE.

I thank you for your comprehensive report of the 21st inst. about Mulga Downs, and particularly the children Cella and Minette.

I have since spoke to the children, and I am satisfied that the correct course was taken in removing them from the environment of Mulga Downs. They are quite happy and are now at the Moore River Native Settlement. However, I feel that further action must be taken regarding the white men at the station. From your report I have no doubt that laxity prevails, and it would seem that illicit sexual intercourse is going on unchecked. Some action must be taken to suppress it, and I should be pleased, therefore, if you would continue your investigations with a view to drastic action. If Hancock is not prepared to rectify matters, then we shall have no alternative but to consider his suitability to hold a permit. However, our first object would be to secure convictions under Section 46 against some of the white men concerned....

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

****

29th October, 1940.

To Constable S. J. Wightman,

Police Station,

ROEBOURNE.

In exercise of the power contained in sub-section (4) of section 46 of the Native Administration Act 1905-1936, I hereby authorise you to make a complaint against Hughes of Mulga Downs Station for a breach of the said section.

F. B. [Fred Bray]

Commissioner of Native Affairs.

****

MR JONES, Please arrange the payment of the account at page 30. Then pass papers on to Cards for advice as to whether we have any evidence regarding the names of the white fathers involved.

C.N.A [Commissioner of Native Affairs]

29/10/40.

31st October, 1940.

ACTING DEPUTY

I am anxious to follow up the parentage of these children. If possible we must endeavour to collect maintenance. It may be difficult to establish parentage at this late date but we should endeavour to do so.

F. B. 

C.N.A.

****

29th October, 1940.

The Superintendent,

Moore River Native Settlement,

MOGUMBER.

I should be pleased if you could hand the attached letter to Silla and Minette. Perhaps you could arrange for someone to write a letter in reply stating that they had a safe journey. I have taken a copy of the letter.

F. B.

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

****

(COPY)

Mulga Downs Station,

via Roebourne.

October 16th, 1940.
Dear Silla and Minette,

We are anxious to hear where you are and how you are getting on.

Everybody is all right here and Minette has another little sister. We are calling her Sonia and she is a lovely little thing.

We hope you weren’t sick going down in the boat.

Love from your mothers

GERTIE AND SALLY
****

29th October, 1940. 

Constable S. J. Wightman,

Protector of Natives,

ROEBOURNE.

The two half-caste girls Silla (Cella) [sic] and Minette have received a letter from Mulga Downs. It is signed by “Gertie and Sally”. The letter states that Minette’s mother has had another baby. The baby’s name is Sonia. 

In view of recent happenings I am wondering whether the child is a half-caste, the offspring of a white father.

F. B. 

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

Handwritten Note 12.2.41: Do you know of a reply coming to hand please. Perhaps it is in another file and has been dealt with.

Handwritten Note 14/3/41: I cannot find any reply and Cards has no record of Sonia’s parentage.

****

M.R.N.S.

MOGUMBER

30.10.40.

Commissioner of Native Affairs

PERTH.

Re. Children from Sister Kate’s Home.

I have to advise you of the arrival of four native children from Sister Kate’s Home, escorted by Mrs Campbell.

Minnie Personal Card No. 2092 No information

Stella   Personal Card No. 2093 No information

These children arrived on the 28th. Instant.

(sgd) John Hodgson for Superintendent.

****

1002/38

12th November, 1940.

Constable S. J. Wightman,

Protector of Natives, 

ROEBOURNE.

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your memo of the 21st ult., together with a claim for 9 pounds 14 shillings covering meals supplied to the half-caste children Minit and Cella from the 16th September to the 18th October last...

The two children concerned are only aged 12 years and 9 years, respectively, and I am sure you will agree with me that an allowance of 10/6d. A week for each child is not unreasonable when the circumstances of this case are taken into consideration. 

I fully appreciate the care and attention your wife and self have tendered these unfortunate children but I am bound to safeguard to funds available for the care of natives to best of my ability.

F. B.

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

[Handwritten notes on filed letter (below):]

12/11/40: the question of parentage of these children has yet to be inquired into. This will be done on return of the file by an examination of our records or further correspondence if necessary. F.B 

Cards – please look into the parentage question.

****

Police Station,

Roebourne, 

19th November, 1940.

The Commissioner of Native Affairs

Perth.

I have to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 16th re my account for cost of rationing native children Cilla and Minnit....

As I pointed out to you in my report these children were not treated as Natives, but as one of my family of which I have four children, and were also fitted out with little dresses at my expense.

....

Stan J. Wightman

Protector.

COPY – Original on D.N.A. File 459/39

13th December, 1940

THE HON. MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-WEST

Reports have now come to hand from Inspector McBeath and Constable Wightman [Protector] regarding the recent inspection of the Mulga Downs Station, of which Mr. L. G. Hancock is the Manager …… Inspector McBeath's report reveals a most unsatisfactory state of affairs at Mulga Downs, and in my opinion it is very necessary that some action should be taken to ensure a clean up of the situation. Obviously something must be done to effect this, and in order to set the matter in motion I shall ask the Managing Director of the station in Perth to see me as soon as these papers are returned to me.

In the final paragraph of your letter to Mr. Hancock at page 111 you promised to advise him further regarding the action taken concerning the alleged starving half-caste children. Mr Hancock referred to the Derschow family, and two half-caste children on adjoining stations. Derschow is an educated white man married to a half-caste woman. We have some separate papers about this man. Despite his education he has gone down the social ladder and now lives a camp life. He has a numerous family. Apparently their circumstances were deplorable, and it seems also that action was being taken to apprise the right Department, the Child Welfare Department, of the their condition before Mr. Hancock wrote to you. However, representations were also made by me to the Child Welfare Department, and I am pleased to say that assistance was readily granted to the family. 

The other two half-caste children belong to a native family on the Mount Florence [sic] Station. These children are well-cared for, and are not in danger in any way. Mount Florence is a good station, and the management is always solicitous for the welfare of its natives. The children are referred to in the last two paragraphs of Inspector McBeath's report on page 118 and the first paragraph on page 119.

If you deem it necessary to write further to Mr. Hancock you could say, if you wished to do so, that I am dissatisfied with the native situation on Mulga Downs, and propose to insist on a better state of affairs, otherwise I shall take action regarding the station's permit and allow the station to justify its management by an appeal to the Magistrate for the restoration of the permit.

Concerning the children Cella and Minit, Inspector McBeath's report furnishes good reasons for their removal. They were living under abject circumstances, and it is now quite clear that Inspector McBeath took the only possible course in removing them.

If you read Inspector McBeath's report, I should be glad if you would ignore the mutilating red pencil marks.

(sgd) F. I. Bray

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

13th December, 1940

31.12.40

Note: 

This afternoon I talked over Mulga Downs affairs with Mr George Hancock, senior, the owner of the station. I told him I objected to his white employees camping with natives. …

Mr Hancock, senior, was very hostile to me. He believes the statement of his sons against those of Inspector McBeath and Constable Wightman.

Towards the end of the interview Mr Hancock began to see matters from my standpoint and I then told him I insisted on the dismissal of Buckle. Further, I required the management to take action for an improvement in native matters, but Hughes could remain if he camped well away from the natives and provided no complaints were received against him for intercourse with native women. If these conditions were not complied with, the station's permit would be cancelled. In this event the station would have the right to appeal to a Magistrate, but I reminded Mr Hancock that I would see that both Inspector McBeath and Constable Wightman gave evidence. Mr Hancock said he would dismiss Buckle.

COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS

31.12.40

****
23rd Jan., 1941.

Police Station, 

Roebourne,

Acting D.C.N.A.

Action must now be taken to ascertain the possibilities of obtaining maintenance for the support of the two children removed.

(Signed) F.I.B.

21.1.41

Mr Campbell

Please put up the facts concerning these two children, ages, alleged fathers, mothers etc.

(Sgd) A. G. Proud

28.1.41

****

Acting D.C.N.A.

Particulars of the children are:-

Minit @ Dorrie. Age about 12 years. Mother Dolly, full blood native whose man is a full blood named Kip Bulbing. Alleged father, Kip Bilbing told Mr McBeath the father of Dorrie was Mr Patterson of Yarraloola Station.

Alla [Cella] (half caste) Age about 9 years. Mother Gertie, whose man is a native named Ginger. Father Unknown.

No other information has been supplied about the fathers of the children.

(sgn) J.C.

****

D.C.N.A.

In reference to your minute at previous page to the effect that it was now necessary to ascertain the possibilities of obtaining maintenance for the two children recently removed by Inspector McBeath from Mulga Downs Station, Mr Campbell had put up the particulars of the children concerned, viz., Minit alias Dorrie and Cella.

It is noted that these two children are aged twelve years and nine years, respectively. In the case of Minit alias Dorrie it is alleged that Mr Patterson of Yarraloola Station was the father 

but this information was only given to Mr McBeath by a native, Kip alias Bulbing. 

In the case of Cella the father is unknown.

In view of the ages of these children it seems to me that it would be hopeless to endeavour to establish proof of parentage. Do you concur, please?

(sgn.) A. G. Proud.

28.1.41

I concur. It is now rather late to take up the question of maintenance.

(sgd.) F.I. Bray

31.1.41

****

Roebourne,

25.7.41.

Commissioner of Native Affairs,

Perth.

Dear Sir

I have to report having interviewed Mr L. G. Hancock Jr now Manager of MULGA DOWNS STN with reference to any additional babies born at his Station and he states that only one has been born for some time and it was to a native woman named Egypt now at Port Hedland under treatment, and I understood him to say this child is very black however inquiries will be made as soon as a patrol is made there and we will be able to tell something definite [other letters say the father named Peet].

I asked him about “Dolly” and he says that there is no “DOLLY” on his Station now she having been gone nearly a year, and supposed to be near the Tableland camp inquiries will be made on our next visit there and a report made to clear this matter up.

With reference to a man named Hughes, I have made enquiries and find that a young man named James Virgo Hughes about 21 years of age single is still employed at Mulga Downs Station but Const Plunkett advises me that he knew another man named Hughes who was on Mulga Downs and they are not indentical [sic], I have not yet been able to verify. The man named Buckle has left and has gone to War overseas. From files at this Office James Virgo Hughes was the man with Buckle on the truck the day Const Wightman and Mr McBeath spoke to them with the girls on the truck so there may be some mistake it is a point that we must be certain about and I will report to you as soon as possible.

B. P. McGeary

Protector of Natives

[Handwritten note on copy of letter:] Pls make an extract for Egypt’s file. 7/8/41.

****

Roebourne,

20th October, 1941.

The Commissioner of Native Affairs, 

PERTH.

Dear Sir,

I have not been able to interview the present manager of Mulga Downs Station, Mr. L. G. Hancock with reference to the employment of Hughes...

I understand that the notorious character in the intercourse with native women named Buckle has left that Station and has gone overseas with the A.I.F., and that things have improved at Mulga Downs since the management has been under young Mr. Hancock.

Before having the permit called in I humbly consider that you should write direct to the present manager of that Station and place the position before him and mention the fact of the condition that will be applied if your request is not carried out.

Yours faithfully,

(sgd) B. P. McGeary.

Const. 1523.

****

22 October, 1941

To Constable B. P. McGeary

Protector of Natives

ROEBOURNE.

Information had reached me again of the undesirable conditions at Mulga Downs Station. Some months ago the conditions there were investigated and found to be very unsatisfactory...

...it is not possible to secure convictions against any of the men concerned unless they are detected in the act of sexual intercourse with the native women concerned. It therefore occurs to me that it might be as well if you could arrange to visit the station in mufti, and remain and raid the native camp and white men's quarters at night time without the station being previously aware of your presence. Quite possibly you could get somebody to accompany you on the journey. 

Of course you would have to be regardful of the presence of dogs. They would alarm the natives and white employees.

If you do not think this scheme feasible I can only suggest that the matter remain in abeyance until the appointment of the new Inspector of Natives. He is likely to be appointed shortly and possibly I could arrange for him to visit Mulga Downs and report generally on it within the next two or three months.

I can assure this information has reached me from a fairly reliable quarter, but unfortunately I am unable to disclose the source. Mulga Downs has a bad history for half-castes, I told Hancock, senior, so some months ago. This sort of thing cannot go on. Of course it will mean money to suppress the practice, and possibly the station's permit will be involved or it may even be withdrawn, but I am determined that on this occasion there must be a general clearing up of the situation.

Commissioner for Native Affairs

NOTE: Mr [name redacted], the cook on Yanrey Station, Onslow, called to see me this week, in reference to sexual intercourse between station hands and native women. He was lately employed at Mulga Downs but describes the conditions there as very bad indeed... 

In Mr [name redacted]'s opinion it would be better to have somebody at the station for a few nights, when the camps could be raided, but care would have to be exercised in regard to any raids owing to the dogs creating alarms.

C.N.A.

22/10/41

 15 June 1948
NOTICE OF INTENT TO MARRY

BRIDE

Full name 



MINNETTE DORIS

Native name, if any 


…………..

Residence 



M.R.N.S.

Occupation 



Domestic

Age




19

Nationality or caste


H/Caste

Place of birth



ROEBOURNE

Name and caste of parents (if native)

Father




     ?

Mother



DOLLY F/B
Postal address



M.R.N.S.

MOGUMBER

Signature



Minnette Doris
Date




12/6/1948
DEPARTMENT OF NATIVE WELFARE

PLACE...MEEKATHARRA

DATE….17th August1960
REPORT ON APPLICANT TO SUPPORT CLAIM FOR SOCIAL SERVICE BENEFIT
Full Name of Applicant……………..SELLA  DORIS
Also known as……..ROBINSON
Place of Abode……….CUE
Caste (Native Blood)….H.C.
Parentage…………….Father's Name…… ? …………....Caste……..?



Mother's Name……?…………….Caste…….?
Period of residence in Australia……..LIFETIME
Date and Place of Birth……………...1.6.31 Roebourne
Nature of Evidence of Age Submitted...DEPARTMENTAL RECORDS
Full Name and Address of Spouse……..Reuben Robinson….Cue
Name of Child

ROBINSON 
Reuben Michael 
19.6.50



Nadyne Minnette 
30.8.53



Daryl Stewart 

30.12.55



Robert Ray 

28.10.57



Debbie Lee 

29.12.59



Ricky James 

10.8.61
NATIVE WELFARE ACT, 1963
Section 26 (3)

Re: Estate of Gertie JANBIANA, 

Deceased Native, who died at Nanutarra Station, 

on 22nd June, 1966.

I  HEREBY CERTIFY under the provisions of Section 26 of the Native Welfare Act, 1963, and paragraph 1 of Regulation 50, made thereunder that, as the result of inquiries instituted by me for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is or there are any native or natives entitled to succeed to the estate of of the abovenamed native in accordance with provisions of paragraph 2 of Regulation 50, 

I am satisfied that to the best of my knowledge, the native known as Ginger PARKER (Tribal Husband)  is the only person entitled to a share in the estate of the deceased, Gertie JANBIANA in accordance with the abovementioned Act and Regulations.

DATED this 21st day of October, 1966.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF NATIVE WELFARE

****
